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North Atlantic Treaty Organization 


Statement by the President on the 17th Anniversary 
of NATO. April 4, 1966 


Seventeen years ago today, with the signing of the 
North Atlantic Treaty, the Western nations drew together 
in a historic undertaking to safeguard the freedom, com- 
mon heritage, and civilization of our peoples. 

For the United States this meant rounding the last 
corner on the long road from self-imposed isolation to full 
acceptance of our responsibilities in the world. For our 
allies the North Atlantic Treaty signified a departure, no 
less historic, from traditional pursuit of national interests 
narrowly construed. In the treaty we together acknowl- 
edged a common destiny and the duty to pursue it 
together. 

We decided that if we didn’t hang together, we would 
hang separately. Nearly two decades of time have dem- 
onstrated the wisdom of those who read the lesson for the 
future in two world catastrophes out of the past. 

The Atlantic alliance deterred the threatened aggres- 
sion which brought it into being. 

Behind the military bulwark it raised from the Black 
Sea to the North Cape, an era of unprecedented growth 
and well-being began. 

Within the framework of security it provided, the vision 
of a united Europe became a practical undertaking, now 
far advanced. 

The Atlantic alliance has succeeded perhaps better than 
its founders dared hope. Yet we must never forget why 
it has prospered. 

The unique quality of the alliance for peace lies in the 
joining of sovereign nations in an integrated system of col- 
lective defense. We and our partners, in painstaking 
effort, created the peacetime planning agencies and in- 
tegrated military commands called the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. These institutions afford practical 

assurance that aggression would be met by allies acting at 
once and as one. They have insured the peoples of the 
Atlantic community 17 years of peace. 
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NATO was created as an instrument of peace. Its 
objectives are to remove temptation to aggression and to 
provide the foundation for seeking a settlement in Central 
Europe, based on the principle of self-determination, pro- 
viding increased security for East and West alike. Every 
lesson of our common experience argues that these objec- 
tives should be pursued in closest concert. — 


Together with 13 other allied nations, we have declared 
our resolve to carry on, to strengthen and perfect our 
NATO system in this constructive spirit. We shall not 
abandon an institution which has proved itself in the hour 
of peril. 

We look forward to the day when unity of action in the 
Western family is fully re-established and our common in- 
terests and aspirations are again expressed through institu- 
tions which command universal support among us. 


Cost Reduction Achievements 


The President’s Remarks at a Special Merit Award 
Program at the Department of Agriculture. 
April 5, 1966 


Secretary Freeman, Chairman Cooley, Congressman 
Michel, distinguished award winners, and my friends in 
the Department of Agriculture: 


First of all, I want to thank the Secretary for asking 
me to come here and share this pleasure with you this 
morning. I want to thank each of you for the high honor 
that you have achieved, the success that has attended your 
efforts, the results that have come your way, and those 
that are still in the offing. 


I want to personally and publicly express my deep 
satisfaction and pleasure to the House of Representatives. 
As I said to the distinguished Speaker and Majority 
Leader yesterday, I am very proud of Chairman Cooley 
and Congressman Michel and the other Members of 
the great Committee on Agriculture for their constructive 
and prompt action in connection with our Food for 
India resolution which we submitted, it just seems, a few 
hours ago. They have already considered it, had their 
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hearings, reported it, and passed it without a roll call. 
That is the way I like to see them handle legislation in 
the House of Representatives. 

The farmers of America, because of their ingenuity, 
because of their diligence, their hard work, their stick-to- 
it-iveness, their desire to give a value received, have given 
us an abundance that we can now, as good friends of 
all the peoples of the world, help to supply our neighbors 
in need. 

There is no greater satisfaction that can come to any 
human being than the one that came to us the other day, 
when we learned of the possibility of some millions of 
people dying of famine in India this year, when we could 
open our warehouses to them and take the fruits of our 
bounty and the products of our labor over the years that 
we had stored, and share part of it with them and still 
have sufficient reserves on hand to take care of our own 
people. 

I am very proud of the way Secretary Freeman has ad- 
ministered the Department of Agriculture. He has 
shown imagination and he has shown diligence. He 
has shown a prudence and a thrift that makes him one 
of the greatest administrators that this Government has 
ever known. He has always looked after the interests of 
the farmer, but he has not been unaware of the interests 
of all Americans. 


I just asked him a few minutes ago, when they were 
talking to me about saving $15 million in storage rates, 
“How much do you spend in the Department of Agri- 
culture just storing surpluses?” The man that answered 
me said, “When Mr. Freeman came in, the taxpayers 
were spending $400 million a year on storage costs. We 
are spending $200 million a year now.” 

That means that we have disposed of some of the stuff 
that we had in storage. That means we have improved 
on the storage, we have improved on the rates. The 
net result is that the taxpayer is spending just half as 
much now as he did when the Secretary took office. 

In all of these economies and all of these good manage- 
ment practices, each employee of the Department of 
Agriculture can justly take pride. As public servants we 
know, or at least we ought to know, that the habits that 
we are most in need of reforming are our own, although 
Mark Twain used to say that nothing so needs reforming 
as the other people’s habits. 


Our Government is very complex and times change. 
It keeps us busy trying to keep up with the needs of the 
moment and of the hour. Old ways quickly become 
inefficient ways, and inefficiency leads to waste. We 
have a war on waste and we are trying to prove to the 
people who work in Government that we just cannot 
afford the waste that we have been enjoying in the years 
past. 


I believe that waste is a crime. I believe that waste 
is against our freedom. I believe that waste is against 
our progress. Thus, I believe that waste is against the 
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American people. So I have said that controlling waste 
is like bailing a boat; you have to keep at it. There is 
no time to rest. All of our great dreams, all of our visions, 
and all of our plans will come to nothing if we do not 
press forward with our reforms. 


We are a rich and expanding nation. We are the 
wealthiest nation in the world, the healthiest nation in 
the world, the best educated nation, and the one that I 
think has the most, really, to be thankful for. We are 
educating our young, we are caring for our sick, we are 
providing opportunities for our poor, we are rebuilding 
our cities, we are beautifying our country, we are explor- 
ing the heavens—and Mrs. Johnson is exploring the Rio 
Grande, I see from the morning paper. 


But nevertheless, in doing all these things we have to 
sometimes drag some of our most respected and our best 
intentioned colleagues and get them by the neck and 
drag them every step of the way. These efforts I think 
are vital to our future and the future of this world, but 
they have a price tag attached because progress never 
comes cheaply. Our citizens should be willing to pay 
that price because they have shown their willingness time 
and time again to do that. 


Some of our people feared the socialism of social secu- 
rity. That is when I came to town. I remember the 
horror that some Congressmen expressed before we passed 
the first social security bill, although really less than a 
dozen of them voted against it when we called the roll 
back in 1935. But some feared the socialism of social 
security. A good many, I remember, spoke for a number 
of years about the Fair Deal of Medicare. But they are 
here, both of them. Thank God the status quo did not 
prevail. 

Now I see here this morning that the status quo is not 
prevailing. You are reforming, you are improving. A 
year ago last November, at the first Cabinet meeting fol- 
lowing my election to the Presidency, I said that “as a 
Nation, we cannot afford to waste a single dollar out of 
our resources on old programs which once may have been 
essential, but which time and events have overtaken.” 


So I have come here this morning because a great 
Cabinet officer and his entire Department have taken that 
directive to heart. Under Orville Freeman’s leadership, 
with the help of Jane, this Department became one of 
the great leaders of all the civilian agencies, and she made 
more than her 50 percent contribution, too. 


I am glad to honor these Special Award Merit winners 
today because you show that you have a determination 
to build a great record here. I have noted, for example, 
that your new packaging methods for dried milk will 
save $120,000 a year. None of these cost-cutting ideas 
was in practice when we first declared the war on waste. 
These ideas came from Federal employees. They came 
from people who work for their Government who have 
ingenuity and imagination. 
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The record of the Department of Agriculture shows 
that effective and efficient Government is responsive and 
warm and concerned with our people. That is why I 
wanted to come by this morning, to say thanks to each 
of you for what you have done, and to tell you that I will 
be watching in the days ahead for any improvements 
that you can make. I wanted to let you know that all 
the people in this land are grateful to you for not being 
satisfied with that old, worn-out phrase, “Well, we have 
always done it this way.” You are looking up, not down. 
You are moving ahead, not backward. That truly is 
the real strength of our Government. 


I think every person in this room, and every person 
in this country, should be grateful for the great production 
record that the farmers of this Nation have made. They 
have given us food when we needed it, quality that has 
never been excelled; they have given us an abundance 
that not only will take care of all of our needs, but will 
make it possible for us to help the other starving millions 
of people of the world. 

I was talking to the Prime Minister of India. When 
I left her and returned to the Mansion I realized that 
except for the great work that the farmers of America had 
done, and the great work that the Department of Agri- 
culture had done in counseling them, guiding them, and 
helping them, more people would starve in India this year 
than live in both North Viet-Nam and South Viet-Nam. 
So that is a record that you can be proud of. 


I see that your committee in the House, as I just 
observed, is equally as efficient. It believes in cost con- 
sciousness. It believes in saving money. Otherwise, it 
could have taken 2 or 3 weeks around here, hearing my 
India bill the other day. They reported it out promptly. 
I hope the Senate committee will follow your example, 
Mr. Cooley, and save money by acting on this measure 
before the Easter holidays. 


Now one little thought I want to leave with you before 
I get away. One of my assistants just reminded me that 
this morning the last employee in the White House signed 
up to buy a savings bond. That gave us a 100 percent 
record. Just a few days ago we were under the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. You had 42 percent of your people 
that bought bonds and we had 41. We started doing 
something about it. 


Of course, we don’t have as many people over at the 
White House as you have in the Department of Agri- 
culture, and maybe I was a little more persuasive with 
them than I can be with you. 


I know the problems that all of us have in this day 
of rising costs, when we are trying to meet all the needs 
of our families, but we have men out in Viet-Nam who 
have made great sacrifices and are making great sacrifices 
for us. At this particular time we have launched a sav- 
ings bond program. We want it to go well in the coun- 
try, and I just hope the Government can set a good 
example. 
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I have raised the interest rates so that you can get a 
fair return on your investment. I think that if you can 
possibly spare the money, it would be a good thing for 
you to do for yourself and for your family. I know it 
will be a good thing to do for your country. So I hope 
that I may be able to come back here in the not too distant 
future and have the Secretary tell me that that 42 percent 
record of yours may not have been improved as much as 
our few employees improved mine over at the White 
House, but at least improved it enough to justify my com- 
ing back and thanking you. 

Goodby. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the patio at the De- 
partment of Agriculture. 


Teacher of the Year Award 


The President’s Remarks at the Ceremony Honoring 
Mrs. Mona M. Dayton of Tucson. April 5, 1966 


Mrs. Dayton, Secretary Gardner, Mr. Dubinsky, my 
friends: 

I am delighted to be here with you this morning to 
pay this very just tribute to this very dedicated lady. 

My thoughts, like those of many Americans these days, 
are very much on battles and soldiers and the bitter 
necessities of war. I am very delighted this morning to 
take a moment away from these concerns, although not 
completely away. 


I thought this morning of something that General 
Omar Bradley said many years ago. I was just reading 
his book the other day describing the landing on Nor- 
mandy. General Bradley said, “The teacher is the real 
soldier of democracy. Others can defend it, but only he 
can make it work.” 


We are here today to honor a woman who makes 
democracy work. She is a soldier in the greatest and 
the most glorious battle that man has ever fought—the 
battle for the truth and the understanding that alone 
has set man free, and it will, alone and ultimately, keep 
men free. 


This is the third time that I have honored such a soldier 
as Teacher of the Year, but never, I think, have Look 
magazine and the Council of Chief State School Officers 
made a more deserving or a better choice. We have 
certainly never honored a more unusual teacher than the 
remarkable and renowned lady we have come here this 
morning to congratulate, Mrs. Mona Dayton of Tucson, 
Arizona. 

She has done more than just teach her first graders 
how to read and write. She has taken the great outdoors 
of Tucson as her classroom, and the great desert as her 
desk. She has taken the animals as her teaching as- 
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sistants, and she has taken nature and beauty by one hand, 
and boys and girls by the other, and she has made them 
dance together in a happy circle of understanding and 
respect. 

In Mrs. Dayton’s class, I am told that there are a num- 
ber of 6-year-old scientists who know how to build a sun 
dial and know how to construct a model volcano. That 
is very impressive. When I was 6 years old I knew little 
about model volcanoes, but I have learned a lot since 
then from sitting on top of the real thing. 

Mrs. Dayton, your remarkable class also contains, I am 
informed, some young naturalists. Their classmates, I 
hear, include an owl and a 6-foot boa constrictor. I had 
better not let Mrs. Johnson and Liz Carpenter hear about 
that or they will take another tour to Arizona from Big 
Bend. I am happy that that boa constrictor is not here 
with you today. 

But Mrs. Dayton has opened the eyes and ears of her 
first graders so much that there are poets among them. 
A little girl named Karen described a night in the desert, 
and this is the way she described it: “Stardust on the 
cactus, owls in their nest, birds listening to your words 
in the wind.” 

This child and her teacher help explain why education 
has increased its commitment to education and to train- 
ing, since I became President, from a little less than $5 
billion to a little over $10 billion in less than 3 years. 

Today Mrs. Dayton receives a pin and a plaque which 
symbolize her honor. I know that she shares my view 
that in this day and age we can get no more value from 
every dollar we spend than that we spend on education 
and on health. 


I was looking at the figures with my Budget Director 
this morning. The last 3 years we have taken our health 
expenditures in the Nation from a little under $5 billion 
to a little over $10 billion, and it is paying such rich 
dividends in the solutions and the answers we are finding 
to disease. 

So, Mrs. Dayton, you receive my congratulations. I 
also want to appoint you this morning to serve on the 
commission which will select next year’s Presidental 
Scholars here at the White House. America’s teachers 
are not only making democracy work, they are helping 
it to flourish and to triumph, and they deserve our grati- 
tude, for as it has been said, “Through the teacher’s hands 
pass all members of every profession.” 

I am so glad that you could be here with us, and you 
could be hearing some of these things that you deserve 
during your lifetime. I have with me this morning a 
teacher that I started out teaching with in the first school 
I taught in many years ago, Mrs. Opal Way Brooks. 

Come over, Mrs. Brooks. I want you to meet Mrs. 
Dayton. She and I both taught in the same school a few 
years ago. 

Mrs. Brooks, I want you to know another teacher. He 
isa retired man. He is here with me this morning and 
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I wanted him to come over and meet you—Mr. Dubinsky. 
He has been teaching me for about 30 years, too. Now 
he is going away. They said he retired while he could 
still read his obituaries. He is going to be away for about 
7 weeks and then he is going to come back. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House. 


Trade Agreement With 
the United Kingdom 


Proclamation 3712. April 5, 1966 


PROCLAMATION OF TRADE AGREEMENT WitrH UNITED 
Kincpom Proviwinc COMPENSATORY CONCESSIONS 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


1. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 350 of the Tariff 
Act of 1930, the President, on October 30, 1947, entered 
into, and by Proclamation No. 2761A of December 16, 
1947 (61 Stat. (pt. 2) 1103), proclaimed, the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (hereinafter referred to 
as “the General Agreement”), including a schedule of 
United States concessions, designated as Schedule XX, 
annexed thereto (61 Stat. (pt. 5) A1157), which Agree- 
ment, schedule, and proclamation have been supple- 
mented by subsequent agreements, schedules, and 
proclamations; 

2. WHEREAS, after compliance with the requirements 
of Section 102 of the Tariff Classification Act of 1962 
(76 Stat. 73), the President by Proclamation No. 3548 
of August 21, 1963 (77 Stat. 1017), proclaimed, effec- 
tive on and after August 31, 1963, the Tariff Schedules 
of the United States, which reflected, with modifications, 
and, in effect, superseded, Proclamation No. 2761A and 
proclamations supplementary thereto insofar as they relate 
to Schedule XX to the General Agreement; 


3. WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 221 and 224 of the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1841 and 
1844), the President, on October 21, 1963, published 
and furnished to the Tariff Commission lists of articles 
which may be considered for modification or continuance 
of duties or other import restrictions, or continuance of 
duty-free or excise treatment, in the negotiation of trade 
agreements, including the trade agreement with the 
United Kingdom identified in the eighth recital of this 
proclamation, compensating other nations for modifica- 
tions or withdrawals of United States trade agreement 
concessions (48 CFR Part 180), and the Tariff Com- 
mission, after holding public hearings, has advised the 
President with respect to each such article of its judgment 
as to the probable economic effect of such modifications; 
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4, WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 223 and 224 of the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1843 and 
1844) and in accordance with Section 3(g) of Executive 
Order No. 11075 of January 15, 1963 (48 CFR 1.3(g)), 
the Special Representative for Trade Negotiations, ap- 
pointed by the President pursuant to Section 241(a) of 
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1871(a)), 
on April 23, 1963, designated the Trade Information 
Committee to afford an opportunity, through public 
hearings and other means, for any interested person to 
present his views concerning any article on the lists iden- 
tified in the third recital of this proclamation or any other 
matter relevant to the trade agreement negotiations, in- 
cluding the negotiation of the trade agreement with the 
United Kingdom identified in the eighth recital of this 
proclamation (48 CFR Part 202), and the Trade Infor- 
mation Committee has furnished the President with a 
summary of its hearings; 

5. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 222 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1842), the President 
has received information and advice with respect to the 
trade agreement with the United Kingdom identified in 
the eighth recital of this proclamation, from the Depart- 
ments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Interior, 
Labor, State, and the Treasury, and from such other 
sources as the President has deemed appropriate, and, 
pursuant to Section 241(b) of the Trade Expansion Act 
of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1871(b)), the Special Representa- 
tive for Trade Negotiations has received information and 
advice with respect to that agreement from representatives 
of industry, agriculture, and labor, and from such agencies 
as he has deemed appropriate; 


6. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 201(a)(1) of the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1821(a)(1)), 
the Special Representative for Trade Negotiations has 
conducted negotiations on behalf of the President with 
the United Kingdom and other contracting parties to the 
General Agreement, in accordance with Article XXVIII 
of that Agreement (8 U.S.T. (pt. 2) 1790), with a view 
to the establishment of a new consolidated Schedule XX 
to that Agreement in terms of the Tariff Schedules of the 
United States; 

7. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 201 (a) of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962, the President has determined 
that certain existing duties or other import restrictions of 
the United States or of foreign countries which are con- 
tracting parties to the General Agreement, were unduly 
burdening and restricting the foreign trade of the United 
States and that one or more of the purposes stated in 
Section 102 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 
U.S.C. 1801) would be promoted by entering into the 
trade agreement with the United Kingdom identified in 
the eighth recital of this proclamation; 

8. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 201(a)(1) of the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, I, through my duly em- 
powered representative, have entered into a trade agree- 
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ment with the United Kingdom entitled the “Interim 
Agreement Between the United States and the United 
Kingdom Relating to the Renegotiation of Schedule XX 
(United States) to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade” (a copy of which is Appendix B to this proclama- 
tion *), which embodies the results of the negotiations with 
the United Kingdom as part of the negotiations under 
Article XXVIII of the General Agreement for the estab- 
lishment of a new consolidated Schedule XX thereto in 
terms of the Tariff Schedules of the United States; 

9. WueEREAS the trade agreement with the United 
Kingdom identified in the eighth recital of this proclama- 
tion, which is an agreement supplementary to the Gen- 
eral Agreement, contains in annex II a schedule of 
concessions, to take effect as provided therein, in com- 
pensation for the impairment, arising out of the entry 
into force of the Tariff Schedules of the United States, 
of the rights of the United Kingdom in. concessions in 
Schedule XX to the General Agreement, and provides 
that such concessions shall be applied as if they were in- 
cluded in a Schedule XX to the General Agreement 
pending the formal effectiveness of a new consolidated 
Schedule XX; 


10. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 254 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1884), I have deter- 
mined that, in the case of those modifications of existing 
duties proclaimed in this proclamation which reflect de- 
creases in duties exceeding the limitations specified in 
Section 201(b)(1) or 253 of the Trade Expansion Act 
of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1821(b) (1) or 1883), such decreases 
will simplify the computation of the amount of duty im- 
posed with respect to the articles concerned; and 

11. WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 201(a) (2) of the 
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, I determine that the modi- 
fication or continuance of existing duties or other import 
restrictions, and the continuance of existing duty-free or 
excise treatment, hereinafter proclaimed, will be required 
or appropriate to carry out such trade agreement: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. JoHnson, President 
of the United States of America, acting under the au- 
thority vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes, 
including Section 201(a)(2) of the Trade Expansion 
Act of 1962, do proclaim that: 

(1) Subject to the applicable provisions of the trade 
agreement with the United Kingdom identified in the 
eighth recital of this proclamation and of the General 
Agreement and other agreements supplementary thereto, 
the modification or continuance of existing duties or other 
import restrictions, and the continuance of existing duty- 
free or excise treatment, provided for in the schedule in 
annex II to such agreement with the United Kingdom 
shall be effective as provided therein, and, as a result 
thereof, 


1 Filed with the Office of the Federal Register as part of the 
original document. 
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(2) The Tariff Schedules of the United States shall 
be modified, effective on and after May 1, 1966, as pro- 
vided for in Appendix A to this proclamation. 

In Witness WuHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this fifth day of April 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
sixty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and 
ninetieth. 


[SEAL] 


Lynvon B. JoHNSON 
By the President: 
Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 


ApPpENpIx A 


MODIFICATIONS OF THE TARIFF SCHEDULES OF THE 
UNITED STATES RESULTING FROM THE PROCLAMATION 
OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE UNITED KINGDOM RELATING TO THE 
RENEGOTIATION OF SCHEDULE XX (UNITED STATES) TO 
THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 


The rate in column numbered 1 for each item of the 
Tariff Schedules of the United States which is identified 
in the following table shall be superseded, effective on 
each date shown in such table, by the respective rate set 
forth therein opposite the number of such item: 











Rates of duty, effective with respect to articles 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for 
TSUS item consumption on and after May I1— 
1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 
Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent 
ad ad ad ad ad 

valorem | valorem | valorem | valorem | valorem 

ot re 24 23 22 21 20 
a EE 40 36 31 27 22.5 

PRRs Sales becker ll 11 10 9 8 




















[Filed with the Office of the es Register, 10:31 a.m., April 7, 
1966] 


NoTE: Proclamation 3712 was not made public in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Pan American Day and Pan 
American Week, 1966 


Proclamation 3713. Dated April 6, 1966. 

Released April 7, 1966 

By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On the fourteenth of April, seventy-six years ago, the 
nations of the Western Hemisphere formally pledged 
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themselves to the joint pursuit of peace and justice for 
all our peoples. The regional system then freely estab- 
lished, and now known as the Organization of American 
States, has been a great instrument for cooperation 
throughout the Americas. 


Seven years ago the American governments at Buenos 
Aires began charting new directions for economic and 
social advancement in the hemisphere. In 1959, we 
jointly agreed to establish the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank to give new impetus to economic development. 
At Bogota the following year, social progress was recog- 
nized as a parallel objective for inter-American coopera- 
tion. In 1961 at Punta del Este we joined with nineteen 
of our sister republics in a vast collective enterprise of 
development and reform: the Alliance for Progress. 
Since assuming office in November 1963 it has been my 
deep concern that the Alliance should produce real and 
measurable results—in accelerating economic growth, 
expanding social justice, and strengthening democratic 
institutions. 


What has been accomplished in Latin America in the 
last two years shows how far we have forged ahead. 
In political terms there is: 


—aA growing number of vigorous political leaders 
committed to revolutionary change through reform 
in freedom. 


—Wider participation in the democratic process, 
particularly at the grass roots level. 


—Increasing appreciation of the need for full citizen 
involvement in national affairs. 


—Greater stability and a strengthening of demo- 
cratic institutions. 


—Keener awareness of the danger of communist 
subversion and greater resolve to combat it. 


In economic and financial terms: 


—tThe rate of growth in Gross National Product has 
exceeded the Punta del Este target. 


—The annual volume of national savings has 
increased by 1.5 billion dollars. 


—Central government revenues have risen by almost 
20 percent. 


—tThe annual level of exports has grown by close to 
a billion and a half dollars. 


—The annual level of imports has advanced by 
almost one billion dollars. 


—Loan authorizations and commitments from the 
United States and the international financial 
institutions have increased by 863 million dollars. 


In human terms, the Alliance in the past two years has 
made possible the training of over 100,000 school 
teachers; it has built many thousands of new schools and 
homes; it has brought safe drinking water to tens of 
millions; and it has opened up opportunities for fuller 
participation in modern industry and agriculture. 
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But these achievements from common endeavors repre- 
sent only a beginning. Major deficiencies remain to be 
overcome. Vast new opportunities for progress wait to 
be conquered. We must continue our present programs— 
quickening the pace. We must also move boldly toward 
the new frontiers. One of these is the economic integra- 
tion of Latin America: the key to larger markets, greater 
production, more rational utilization of resources, better 
communication, and new levels of material prosperity and 
mutual understanding. We heartily support this vital 
process and pledge our cooperation. 


Another is to open up the vast, untapped interior of 
South America through multinational projects to which 
I referred last August. Between Panama in the north 
and Argentina in the south lie hundreds of thousands of 
square miles of fertile land waiting to be cultivated; 
mineral and petroleum deposits to be discovered and 
forged into new industries. We in the United States 
stand ready to help the peoples of Latin America in 
making these dreams become a reality. This will require 
a new kind of cooperation because these horizons touch 
more than one nation. 


On this anniversary, the United States strongly reaffirms 
its own continuing commitment to the common task of 
building a Western Hemisphere of economic abundance 
and political freedom in which every individual will have 
his full and equitable share. 

We call upon our sister Republics to join us once again 
in renewing the hope and the promise which first beaconed 
our ancestors to the New World, and which are our most 
solemn obligations to the generations which will come 
after us. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. JouHnson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, April 14, 1966, as Pan American Day, and the 
week beginning April 10 and ending April 16 as Pan 
American Week; and I call upon the Governors of the 
fifty States of the Union, the Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of all other areas 
under the Flag of the United States to issue similar 
proclamations. 

I call upon my fellow countrymen to renew their com- 
mitment to our neighbors in this hemisphere, and to 
reaffirm that commitment by support for the Organization 
of American States. 

Further, I call upon this Nation to rededicate itself to 
the ideals of the inter-American system, as embodied in the 
Charter of the Organization of the American States, and 
to the goals of economic and social progress of the Charter 
of Punta del Este and the Economic and Social Act of 
Rio de Janeiro, which are so firmly founded on our belief 
in the dignity of man, and on our faith in the future of 
freedom. 

In Witness WHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 
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Done at the City of Washington this sixth day of April 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
sixty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred 
and ninetieth. 


[SEAL] 


Lynpon B. JoHNsoNn. 
By the President: 
Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:34 a.m., April 8, 
1966 


The Albert Lasker Special Award 


The President’s Remarks Upon Receiving the Award 
for Leadership in Health. April 7, 1966 


Mrs. Lasker, Dr. DeBakey, Dr. Rusk, members of the 
awards committee, members of the Lasker Foundation, 
and distinguished guests: 


I come here this morning to accept gratefully the 1965 
Albert Lasker Award for Leadership in Health, but I want 
to make it clear to all of those who participate in this cere- 
mony, and to all of those who may read of it, that I share 
this honor with the Members of the 88th and 89th Con- 
gresses who played such an important part in translating 
our recommendations and our proposals into reality. 


They have declared that not only life but a healthy 
life must be among man’s inalienable rights. Since I be- 
came your President a little over 2 years ago, we have 
increased our Federal investment in education from a 
little less than $5 billion to a little more than $10 billion 
per year. Since I became your President a little over 2 
years ago, we have increased your investment in health 
from a little less than $5 billion to a little over $10 billion 
this year. 

Now this is not just a box score figure. It means that 
this coming year we will spend $10 billion more on edu- 
cation and health than we were spending when I became 
President. It means we will have reduced death and dis- 
ability. It will mean a longer lifespan for our people. It 
means that we will triumph over the preventable or con- 
trollable diseases which still afflict our citizens. 

We have the lowest loss rate per wounded soldiers that 
any army ever had on a battlefield. In Viet-Nam we are 
losing less than one out of every 100 men who are 
wounded. The enemy is losing a much, much higher 
percentage. And that one we are losing is less than half 
of what we lost in Korea. That speaks for the great 


advances that the science of medicine and the great skill 
that the doctors and surgeons have displayed in that area 
of the world. 
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Where income and productivity are the lowest in Amer- 
ica, disease, disability, and death are highest in America. 
As family incomes decline, infant mortality ruthlessly goes 
up. When medical care is dispensed, the 15 million chil- 
dren of the poor always await at the end of the line. But 
we mean to change that. We cannot stop there, because 
every single minute in the underprivileged two-thirds of 
the world 20 people die of malaria and smallpox and 
cholera and other infectious diseases. 

During the few minutes that I am speaking to you this 
morning, 100 persons, 100 of our fellow human beings, 
will die of ailments that we have learned to control in the 
first 50 years of this century. In the underdeveloped two- 
thirds of the world, the average life span is only 35 years, 
35 years that is very often plagued with a great deal of 
what is, today, unnecessary suffering. 

That is why, when we were making our studies last 
year of our aid programs, when some of you were attend- 
ing me at Bethesda, we decided then that instead of par- 
ticipating, as we had been, to the extent of trying to 
industrialize some nations, trying to improve their com- 
munications, trying to build concrete highways and so 
forth, that we would direct our efforts to those who would 
help themselves and help themselves particularly in the 
field of improving the body and health, improving the 
mind with schools, and improving the human being with 
food. 


So we are concentrating our energies and our aid pro- 
gram and our investment in the world today on educa- 
tion, on health, and on food. 


We had a great demonstration of the Congress’ ability 
to act, and act wisely, thoroughly, and somewhat promptly 
in the measure that they completed yesterday, the Indian 
food resolution whereby the people of America will send 
to India something in the neighborhood of $1 billion 
worth of food to help feed some 35 or 40 million people 
who might not pull through at all without this food. 


The thing that gave me such great pride was that there 
in the Congress, made up of 535 Members—members of 
both parties, members of both sexes, members of several 
races—there was not a single vote cast against that bill in 
either house. That speaks not only for the intelligence 
of the Congress and the foresight of the Congress, but the 
compassion of the American people. 


So I submitted to Congress the International Health 
Act of 1966, an act which will create an international 
career service to health, an act which will help our health 
professionals strengthen medical training and gain valu- 
able experience in the developing countries. It will com- 
bat malnutrition, it will help conquer disease which 
disables millions of people. It aims at eradicating small- 
pox by 1975, at freeing 800 million people from malaria 
in the next 10 years, of sharply curtailing measles and 
cholera. 
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The magnitude of this task will make the work of the 
last 50 years, great as it has been, seem very small. Our 
work in health is tragically incomplete. I know some 
of you are going to remind me that we didn’t get a rule 
on that health bill the other day. We didn’t expect to 
get a rule that day. That never did get in our report. 
Two of our Members left early, because they didn’t antici- 
pate a vote. When they did vote, because they were not 
there the rule was not reported. 


But somehow or other—I kind of have a feeling that 
the reporters will get two stories for the price of one—we 
may get that bill reported some of these days and I know 
that all of you will join with me in expressing the hope 
that we do. 


This morning I accept this award with a pledge that 
every dollar of it will go to charitable causes in the field 
of health and education. I accept this award with the 
hope that we can do more at home and then—with all 
the power of my mind, my voice, and my hand—try to 
turn the vision of the American people beyond the borders 
of the United States and turn it to the lands where suffer- 
ing people await answers that only the leadership of Amer- 
ica can give. 

Years ago Louis Pasteur said, “I hold the unconquer- 
able belief that science and peace will triumph over igno- 
rance and war; that nations will come together not to 
destroy, but to construct; and that the future belongs to 
those who accomplish most for humanity.” 

What will we accomplish for humanity? I am so proud 
that Mrs. Lasker and her distinguished and beloved and 
generous husband, who came from my State of Texas, 
have already accomplished much for humanity with their 
leadership and with their generosity. As long as there 
are lives to be saved, as long as there are bodies to be 
healed, as long as there are mouths to be fed, I cannot 
for a moment ever forget that history will judge us and 
she is looking over our shoulder now. 


I know, too, that Mary Lasker, and the members of 
this distinguished jury will never let the people of this 
land forget it. I could observe that they are going to 
want me to spend more money than I can spend this year, 
but I guess if I have to get overridden on anything I hope 
that the generosities will be displayed in the fields of food 
for our children, education for their minds, and health, 
medicine, doctor and dental care for their bodies, because 
there is so much in this world to do and there is such a 
little time that we have to do it. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 


the White House. The award was presented by Dr. Michael 
DeBakey. 

The special award was given for outstanding contributions to the 
health of the American people and for the President’s successful 
efforts in the passage of health legislation in 1965. 
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The Most Reverend Robert E. Lucey 


The President’s Letter Presenting to Archbishop 


Lucey a Memory Book of His Anniversary Luncheon. 
April 8, 1966 


Your Excellency: 


Four weeks ago, business and civic leaders of San 
Antonio honored you at a luncheon observing your fiftieth 
year as a priest, and your twenty-fifth year as Archbishop 
of San Antonio. 

It was with great regret that I was unable to attend 
and participate in so memorable an occasion. 

However, I am pleased to find that I will have a part 
in this event, after all. 

On behalf of the luncheon committee, it is my great 


pleasure to present to you this bound volume ...a 
memory book of the luncheon. It is signed by all who 
attended. 

Sincerely, 


Lynvon B. JoHNSON 


[The Most Reverend Robert E. Lucey, Archbishop of San Antonio, 
2826 Old Moss Street, San Antonio, Tex.] , 


NOTE: The letter was released at San Antonio, Tex. As printed 
above, it follows the text transmitted by teletype prior to receipt 
of the White House release. 


The Medicare Extension Bill 


The President’s Remarks at the Signing 
Ceremony in San Antonio. April 8, 1966 


Congressman Gonzalez, Your Excellency Archbishop 
Lucey, Mr. Mayor, Judge, other public officials, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

First, I want to explain that the reason Henry took so 
much time was because I asked him to. Henry said that 
he had a little statement of about 2! minutes, and I 
told Henry this was my day off, that this was Good 
Friday, that I had come to San Antonio at my own 
invitation. Nobody had asked me to come here. I came 
because I wanted to. I wanted to because I get a great 
deal of pleasure out of returning to the scenes of my child- 
hood—as you can observe by my frequent visits back to 
the Pedernales. 

And then there are other reasons, too. I wanted to 
see Archbishop Lucey, and I wanted to be with him 
today, as he has been with me for almost 30 years now. 

I remember what my father said to me about public 
service when I was a little boy walking around following 
him barefooted and standing there in the hot sand of 
Blanco County, and squeezing the dirt up between my 
toes. He used to say to me, “Son, if you are to speak 
for people, you must know them, and if you are to 
represent people, you must love them.” 

Sometimes among our more sophisticated, self-styled 
intellectuals—I say self-styled advisedly; the real intel- 
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lectual I am not sure would ever feel this way—some of 
them are more concerned with appearance than they are 
with achievement. They are more concerned with style 
than they are with mortar, brick, and concrete. They 
are more concerned with the trivia and the superficial 
than they are with the things that have really built 
America. 

I received a good deal of my political philosophy right 
here in San Antonio. Before I was born, my father was 
writing the bill—my grandfather wrote it because my 
father asked him to, as he wasn’t a lawyer—my father 
was introducing a bill and speaking to the bill that saved 
the Alamo. It was being torn down and a hotel would 
have replaced the Alamo. He got a good lady to put up 
enough money long enough to hold the structure until 
the legislature could pass the bill to preserve the Alamo. 
That was in 1905. I was born in 1908, I believe. 

Thirty-five years ago I took my first train trip out of 
Texas and it originated here in San Antonio. I went to 
Washington from San Antonio as an employee of the 
people of San Antonio, in this district—the first time I had 
ever crossed the boundary of this State in a train. 

It took me 3 days to get there, and I had a chance 
to do some heavy thinking en route. Hitler was on the 
march. We were in the depths of the depression. We 
knew nothing about old age assistance or Medicare or 
social security. People were starving. Farms were being 
foreclosed. The hungry and the unemployed lined our 
streets. Most of our political leaders seemed to be oblivi- 
ous to what was happening. 

I remember the first slum clearance housing bill that 
President Roosevelt signed. I was one of two Congress- 
men at that signing ceremony. I guess that is the rea- 
son I have always liked these signing ceremonies since. 

I remember the first project under that bill came to 
Texas where people could have public housing, cheap 
housing, clean housing, decent housing, for their children 
to sleep in. 

We had a three-bedroom home with a living room- 
dining room combination, a kitchen and a bath, for $14 
amonth. It was the cheapest constructed project in the 
United States and the cheapest rent. 

Today I have great pride in it. That is why I am 
working so hard to get some more housing under our sup- 
plemental rent subsidy. 

I remember Archbishop Lucey, and he wasn’t nearly 
as respectable then as he is now—he was kind of a Bol- 
shevik in the minds of a lot of people when he came down 
here—I remember his writing me and quarreling and 
fussing and just doing everything that he could do to try 
to help do something for these women that were picking 
pecans in San Antonio for 8 cents an hour, poor women 
working all day for 60 cents picking pecans, 8 cents an 
hour. 


That is why I was one of three Congressmen from Texas 
that signed the petition back in the 1930's to force a vote 
to discharge a committee, to bring the wage and hour bill 
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out, a bill that would guarantee not 8 cents an hour but 
the magnificent sum of 25 cents an hour. Only three 
Texans signed that petition and two of them got defeated 
at the next election. I just point that up, that was a 25- 
cent minimum wage bill, to show you how far we have 
come. 

I have a recommendation before the Congress now for 

1.60. 

Maury Maverick voted for that 25 cents and W. D. 
McFarlane voted for it, and both of them got beaten in 
the next election. 

I remember the Social Security Act that we are talking 
about today. When they called the roll on it, I believe 
it was in 1935, I remember a good friend of mine was 
worrying about whether he should vote for it or not. He 
said “It is socialism. They are going to destroy our sys- 
tem of government.” 

I pled with him not for minutes but for hours in the 
Speaker’s office, trying to convince him that it was a con- 
structive and far-reaching measure. 

I remember up here by the Maverick Cafeteria in 
downtown San Antonio, standing out there in 1935 and 
seeing little Mexican children go up to the garbage can 
outside of that cafeteria and take the grapefruit hulls out 
of that garbage can and try to get enough food in their 
body to sustain them by hulling the hulls. I saw that with 
my own eyes and I have not forgotten it. 

I came back here again today to see how the people of 
San Antonio live, because I can’t forget that you can’t 
speak for them if you don’t know them, and you can’t 
represent them if you don’t love them. 


So I told Henry I wanted him to take whatever time 
he needed. If any of you want to leave you can leave. 
If any of you are in a hurry you can go on. I stay ina 
hurry all the time. I am back home now and I am not 
going to hurry. I am going to do what I like todo. This 
great city has meant a lot to me, not only in my political 
philosophy, but a good deal of other philosophy. Here is 
where I was married, and here is where I have been 
elected. I would never have been in the United States 
Senate except for the people of San Antonio. In the first 
primary I lost this county by 12,000 votes, and that is 
before they really realized how tough the election was on 
the West Side. In the second primary I carried it by 99, 
instead of losing it by 12,000. That gave me the great 
victory of 87 in the entire State of Texas. I remember 
that. I see a lot of the veterans of that campaign here. 

I am so proud of San Antonio because of your interest 
in human beings, in humanity, and in good, constructive 
causes that advance the best interest of the people— 
p-e-e-p-u-l—the poor people of this country. 

There is not one single Congressman in the House of 
Representatives of 435, including the Speaker, the Leader 
and the Whip, that has a better record than Henry Gon- 
zalez, and I am so proud of him. I am proud that I 
have had enough courage to come here before he was 
a Congressman, when he was a defeated candidate a 
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time or two, and speak for him after President Eisen- 
hower had come in ahead of me to speak on the other 
side, and to do what little I could to express my faith 
in Henry. He has justified it every month since. 

For your own personal information, I will say he is 
one Congressman that has never had his arm twisted 
even the slightest. I have never called him on the tele- 
phone and asked for his vote or told him how I would 
like him to vote, and I have never allowed anybody else 
to do it, because it is a pure waste of time. Henry was 
born and grew up and learned how to vote before he 
ever came to Washington. When you get men like that, 
you don’t have to call them. 

We come here now to sign this bill today, and I come 
with both a pledge and a plea. My plea is that one and 
one-third million Americans that are over 65 years of age 
are not yet covered by Medicare. The pledge is to those 
citizens who missed the March 31st deadline, just past, 
and did not enroll in the Medicare, that now, under this 
legislation, they will have until May 31st to sign up 
because of what Henry, Senator Yarborough, and Mem- 
bers of the House did in passing this bill we will sign 
this morning. 

I want to ask each of you to make it your personal job 
not to come to me or to Henry a few years from now 
and say they just forgot to sign up, or they didn’t hear 
about it, but for you to go out and have them sign up 
now while they have the time and while they can qualify. 

The plea is that these citizens contact their local Social 
Security offices and consider signing up for the valuable 
protection that the Medicare law will give them. 

I plead with every American to go and talk to your 
neighbors, because there are 1,300,000 of them that are 
going to miss the boat; there are 1,300,000 of them who 
should get their rights under the law now. In order to 
do that, they must sign up. So each good American 
should accept this personal challenge to ask every person 
they know over 65, “Have you registered? If not, regis- 
ter at once.” 

There was a wise old Frenchman one time who said, 
“Growing older is no more than a bad habit which a 
busy man had no time to form.” So this morning I urge 
every American to exercise his right to acquire this 
protection. 


My friends here in this beautiful Victoria Plaza, you 
are a model for the rest of the citizens of this Nation. 
I think that those guests this morning should know that 
every single man and woman who lives here is already 
registered for Medicare. 


Since I signed the Medicare and social security amend- 
ments last July in Independence, Missouri, in the pres- 
ence of that great Democratic President, and his wife, 
Harry S. Truman—you will remember that President 
Truman was the first President who actively urged this 
particular program—-since that time, almost 17 million 
Americans, almost nine out of every ten of our older citi- 
zens, have already enrolled for medical insurance cover- 
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age. Getting 17 million to do something from July to 
now is a man-sized job, itself. But we still have 1,300,000 
to go. And I am not going to let you forget it until we 
get every one of them signed up. Our work is not going 
to be completed until we are sure that everyone who can 
use the protection of this program has joined it. Every 
older American must have the opportunity to live out his 
life in security without the fear that serious illness will be 
accompanied by a financial ruin. 

That is what Medicare is all about. What todo? How 
to live? Who will pay the doctor? Who will pay the 
hospital? Who will pay for the medicine? Who will pay 
the rent? Well, these are questions that older Americans 
that I have known all my life had dreaded to answer. 
Now Medicare is changing a lot of that. 

There is hope because we respect the dignity of the 
individual. I thought that some of our sophisticated 
folks might say this morning that Henry was introducing 
too many people. That is why I told him to take all 
the time he wanted. But that just shows how he feels 
about human beings. He didn’t want one single person 
to be neglected. He wanted to recognize the dignity of 
every person here because they might be pretty unim- 
portant to a stranger but they are not unimportant to 
Henry or to me. They lead our people and provide for 
them. 

So I think we must have hope and we must recognize 
that there is in the place of charity now dignity, and 
where the children, the kinfolks, the public agencies were 
the sole reliance just a few months ago, you now can 
have self-respect and realize that the machinery of govern- 
ment and the methods that we have evolved, the contri- 
butions of the individuals and the Government alto- 
gether—you can now have self-respect and still provide 
for your medical bills and your medicine, your nursing 
care, and things of that kind. 

We have taken the bitter years that I talked about in 
the early 1930’s and I think we have made them better 
years. In the doing, we have reclaimed, I think, a lot of 
lost pride and we have given a lot of new meaning to 
tomorrow. 

As I sign this bill today, I am determined to do more. 
I don’t think we must ever be satisfied in this growing, 
adventuresome country of America with the status quo. 
We must be determined to do more, because there is 
always going to be more that needs to be done. 

Since I became President a little over 2 years ago, 
I have already signed and approved laws increasing social 
security benefits by more than $11 billion; increases of 
more than $1!/ billion, an increase of in the neighbor- 
hood of 7 percent. Yet too many of our older citizens 
are still trying to get along on income that is too small 
now to meet their needs, even though we have increased 
it 7 percent in 2 years. 

So social security benefits which are the main source 
of their income still need to be increased, and they will 
be increased in the years ahead. Only by recognizing the 
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facts of life can we really make it better for people that 
are over 65. 

Social security protection must be improved for our dis- 
abled workers and their families. Several weeks ago I 
asked the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Mr. John W. Gardner, to complete his study as soon as 
possible on improving the benefits and the financial struc- 
ture of the social security program. I asked Secretary 
Gardner to develop sound and workable plans for these 
changes at as early a date as possible. 

I will let you in on a secret: I intend to make these 
recommendations to the next session of Congress, and | 
expect you folks to have Henry back up there to help me 
get them passed. 

I can’t tell you about all the recommendations because 
we are now studying them. I want you to study them and 
let us hear from you. But this is what I would like to do: 
I would like to increase insurance benefits across the board 
for 21 million beneficiaries, the aged, the disabled, the 
widows, and the orphans, including an increase in the 
monthly minimum, the monthly maximum, and the total 
family benefits. That is what I would like to do. 

We don’t have a dictatorship, so no man can mash a 
button and get it done, but that is what I would like to 
do, what I hope to do, and with your help and with God’s 
help, that is what we will do. 

I would like to improve insurance protection for the 
widows and the orphans. I would like to keep our social 
security and public welfare programs up to date in rela- 
tion to increased earnings. I would like for our individ- 
uals now on welfare rolls to be provided additional incen- 
tives for them to find work. 

And Medicare need not just be for people over 65. 
That is where we started. 

Archbishop, you know, I have been wondering for 
some time now why we shouldn’t bring our compassion 
and our concern to bear not just on people over 65 but 
upon our young children under 6. 

The President of an African country told me the other 
day—I had lunch with a bunch of their Ambassadors 
yesterday and we discussed it again—in their country that 
one out of three babies born dies with measles, and the 
United States of America had come in with one of our 
most modern 20th century machines and had vaccinated 
750,000 little children. The President of this African 
country said to me, “We men may not always like some 
of the things you in America do, but our women would 
never let us criticize them because since you vaccinated 
those 750,000 children we have not lost one from measles.” 


The satisfaction that I get from believing that we in 
America saved the lives of 250,000 little children is a 
satisfaction that never comes from a paycheck or a 
greenback. 


I want to let you in on another secret: That is one 
of the reasons I asked John Gardner, because of my 
concern for these young folks—the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare—to create new plans for a new 
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program that you haven’t heard before, to assist in financ- 
ing dental services for children. 

Luci spent all the way down here this morning fussing 
at me because I didn’t say eye services for children. Luci 
was almost ready to get married before she found out she 
couldn’t read very well, that she had had something wrong 
with her eyes since she was a child. When she corrected 
it, and found it out, it was reflected the next month in 
her grades, and I think in her looks. She not only 
couldn’t see how to read well, but she couldn’t see how 
to look well. 

So we are going to have these new plans and we are 
going to have these new programs. We are going to 
someday point out that we started them right here at 
this scene this morning. We are never going to stop 
trying to find new ways to make Medicare sensitive to 
what our people need, and make it sensitive to what we 
ought to do to lift the quality of life in this land and this 
world. 

I have 3 minutes to get to church and I want to con- 
clude by saying this, because this is one of the things that 
the church does, and does so well: I am not interested 
in building skyscrapers or moving mountains, or pouring 
concrete. Those are all necessary in the modern world 
of communication and industrialization, and so forth. 
But since I have become President we have increased our 
expenditure for educating the mind from a little less than 
$5 billion to over $10 billion in 24% years. We have 
more than doubled it. 

We have increased our expenditures on health from 
a little under $5 billion—we were spending $1 billion 
when President Kennedy came into office—to a little 
over $10 billion this year. This is part of it here. It 
is more than double. So $10 billion extra this year goes 
into the mind and the body. Considering our loans, our 
grants, our aid and our Public Law 480, and other things, 
we are spending additional billions on food. 

So when everything else is gone and forgotten, I hope 
the people will remember that in this year of our Lord 
1966, on Good Friday, we met here as neighbors and 
friends, and we concerned ourselves about human beings, 
and we dedicated whatever time is left for us, we dedi- 
cated our efforts and our talents to freeing the ignorant 
from the chains of ignorance and illiteracy, and teaching 
them to read and write, and to learn. 

Whatever time is allotted us, we have tried to remove 
disease from the skins and the bodies of our people, and 
we have tried to find food to give them nourishment and 
to give them strength. 

If I am ever to be remembered by any of you here, I 
want to be remembered as one who spent his whole life 
trying to get more people more to eat and more to wear, 
to live longer, to have medicine and have attention, 
nursing, hospitals and doctors’ care when they need it, 
and to have their children have a chance to go to school 
and carry out really what the Declaration of Independence 
says, “All men are created equal.” 
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But they are not equal if they don’t have a chance 
to read and write, and they don’t have a chance for a 
doctor to take care of their teeth or their eyes when they 
are little and their parents don’t know about it. 


So that is the purpose of our being here this morning. 
Sometime we are going to come back here and take stock, 
as the country merchant says, and see what progress we 
have made. There has been a revolution in this country 
and in the world in the last few years. I hope that the 
years of 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, and 1968 will show 
that we moved ahead, that we made progress, that we 
weren’t just concerned with what was in our platform, 
but we were concerned with what we did about it; that 
we just weren’t concerned with style and appearance, we 
were concerned with achievement; that we weren’t just 
concerned with talking about medical care for 20 years, 
we wanted to sign it and put it into effect; that we 
weren't interested in talking about people that didn’t have 
homes and didn’t have roofs over their heads, and all these 
eloquent phrases that get you elected to office, but what 
we are concerned about is what did you do about it after 
you were elected. 

Well, here is what we did about it, just one little place; 
and here is what we are doing about it, just another little 
place. 

We are going to continue to do it every day as long as 
we have the authority and this mission. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m., c.s.t., in Victoria Plaza, 
San Antonio, Tex. 


The text of his remarks was released at San Antonio. As printed 
above, it follows the text transmitted by teletype prior to receipt of 
the White House release. 


Implementation of Medicare Program 


The President’s Letter to the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, Requesting a Progress Report. 
Dated April 7, 1966. Released April 8, 1966 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


I expect shortly to sign the bill to extend until May 31 
the deadline for initial enrollment of persons 65 years and 
over in Medicare’s supplementary health insurance pro- 
gram. According to your report, more than 16.8 mil- 
lion people or about 88 percent of the estimated 19 million 
eligible have already signed up. I want you to spare no 
effort to raise that percentage as high as possible. I real- 
ize the magnitude of the task, but we should not be satis- 
fied so long as anyone who is qualified for this program 
fails to enroll because he did not learn in time. 

The launching of Medicare is a historic undertaking. 
Under your leadership the Department of Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare has been making a great effort to 
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insure a successful launch. I want to be sure that we 
leave nothing undone to prepare the Federal Govern- 
ment, the states, the providers of hospitals and health 
services, and the American people for the massive job 
ahead. Will you, therefore, provide me with a prog- 
ress report on tooling up for Medicare and on what re- 
mains to be done between now and July 1. I would like 
your report, particularly to cover the following: 


1. Are persons covered by Medicare fully informed 
of their benefits? 

2. Are hospitals, nursing homes, and other institutions 
in compliance with necessary conditions of participation? 
What assistance are we giving to be sure that they meet 
requisite quality standards? 

3. Are all the administrative agents, e.g., Blue Cross, 
Blue Shield, and private insurance companies fully pre- 
pared to carry out their appropriate functions? 

4. Have the various professional organizations been 
fully consulted and are their views reflected in imple- 
menting regulations? 

5. Have cooperative arrangements with the states been 
worked out to cover their functions? What progress 
have they made? 

6. Have methods of reimbursement been established 
for hospitals, nursing homes, and physicians that are 
equitable and efficient? 

7. What is the status of hospital committees to ensure 
effective use of beds? 

8. What alternative arrangements are being developed 
to provide facilities, services, and personnel to meet the 
increased demand for medical care? 
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9. Are the Social Security Administration, the Public 
Health Service, the Welfare Administration, and all other 
elements of your Department administratively staffed with 
people trained and in position to handle public inquiries 
and the administrative tasks ahead? 

I am concerned not only that we be ready to launch 
Medicare on July 1. We must take steps to provide the 
quality and quantity of medical care of which this Nation 
is capable. This requires better health facilities, more 
doctors and other health personnel, and better utilization 
of health personnel. It is imperative that we secure the 
new legislation which I have requested of the Congress— 
to modernize our hospitals and nursing homes, to train 
new types of health personnel, and to develop a partner- 
ship in health with the states and communities. I hope 
you will keep me advised of the progress of this 
legislation. 

I am convinced that we must reexamine on a broad 
scale our Nation’s use of health manpower. I shall 
shortly appoint a National Advisory Commission on 
Health Manpower. It will consider ways in which the 
health care provided to all our citizens can be improved 
by more effective use of doctors and supporting health 
personnel. 


Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


[Hon. John W. Gardner, Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare, Washington, D.C.] 


NoTE: The letter was released at San Antonio, Tex. As printed 
above, it follows the text transmitted by teletype prior to receipt of 
the White House release. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted April 5, 1966 


FINDLEY Burns, Jr., of Florida, a Foreign 
Service Officer of Class one, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved April 4, 1966 


ee Private Law 89-231 
An Act for the relief of Edward F. Murzyn 
and Edward J. O’Brien. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved April 8, 1966 
ee (number not assigned) 


An Act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 to provide for treatment of the 
recovery of losses arising from expropria- 
tion, intervention, or confiscation of prop- 
erties by governments of foreign countries, 
and to amend title XVIII of the Social 
Security Act to extend the initial enroll- 
ment period for supplementary medical 
insurance benefits. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secre- 
tary during the period covered by this issue, 
are not included in the issue. Texts of re- 
marks released prior to delivery are not pub- 
lished when the “as actually delivered” text 
is available. 


Released April 8, 1966 


The President’s remarks upon signing the 
Medicare Extension Bill (advance text). 
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Breathitt, Gov. Edward T.--.--------- 283 
Bree, Germaine....................<- 120 
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Brune®, DOCOM. ......cncccacscacccae 283 
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Coal mine safety legislation.......-.-.-. 462 
Coast Guard 

Appropriations authorization... .. 483 
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Proposed transfer-_--.-.......-..----- 306 
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Transportation functions, proposed 
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GN scetn arsicisiain etait ta cajenntinassinnnttiniits 89 
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Community Development Districts.... 30, 
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House of Representatives, 4-year 
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ee eee 360 

Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, annual report.....-----. 222 

Asian Development Bank_-_-..-.-.---- 56 
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Foreign assistance report, 1965_._---- 51 


India, emergency food aid program 








HD cesincs depincestistariitpsinintaisvthcinitpniaaiemaliaaial 
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State of the Union._................ 27 
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and Means Committee_........-.-. 59 
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NN ee 420 
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Wilderness Act, progress report..___ 219 
Congress, legislative record......... -. 434 
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Responsiveness of administration 
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Message to Congress._......-.----- 245 
Constitutional amendments, proposed. 28, 63 
Consumer interests message......-.- 422 
Consumer protection_........... 31, 131, 422 
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Copaken, Richard D..................- 266, 463 
Copper, release from stockpile___._-_- 421 
Corporate income taxes_._._-- 59, 83, 85, 127 
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Davis, Allison 283 
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Chaplains see as 245 

i, EE Srey Cereran ere ene renee 86, 87 

Cost reduction program__._-----.. 88, 94 

Deputy Director of Defense Research 

and Engineering (Chemistry and 

cre pee Re ee EEE EE Cee room 71 
Distinguished Unit Citation, 121st 
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Supplemental military authorization 
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Deuschle, Dr. Kurt W_.------------- 332 
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